THE patient, aged 54, has had the condition from birth. Practically the whole of the surface is covered with large polygonal thick scales, in colour ranging from silvery white to brownish or even black. These are particularly large and thick on the back, thighs and legs. There are also some thick hyperkeratotic masses in the flexures.
The scales can be detached in one piece by pulling, and some desquamation takes place from friction. The skin beneath is universally red and is retracted, so that the limbs are somewhat wasted and the face drawn. There is marked ectropion, the eyelashes pointing vertically upwards and downwards. The palms show the changes characteristic of hereditary tylosis, a point which, as Dr. Adamson to-day pointed out to me, serves to distinguish this condition from true ichthyosis in which one invariably finds accentuation of the normal epidermal creases. This case is one of ichthyosiform hyperkeratosis or congenital ichthyosiform erythrodermia. To the same group belongs the condition of fcetal ichthyosis or "harlequin fcetus." They belong to the neavi group, and I think are unrelated to ordinary ichthyosis.
Discu88ion.-Dr. J. H. SEQUEIRA (President) asked whether there were any blisters -(Dr. DOWLING: I do not know)-because cases had been shown in which tylosis associated with the condition was almost indistinguishable in parts from epidermolysis bullosa.
Dr. BARBER asked whether Members had carried out the Wassermann test in these cases. He agreed that the condition was quite different from ordinary ichthyosis: one point of distinction was the involvement of the palnms of the hands in ichthyosis, and another was that the skin in the joint flexures, except in very bad cases, was almost normal. In these ichthyosiform nuevi, however, the flexures were, if anything, more affected than the rest of the skin. A child with this condition in his (Dr. Barber's) ward had been found to have a strongly positive Wassermann reaction. Antisyphilitic treatment had had a remarkably good effect on the skin. For a time no local treatment had been given; she had had injections of bismuth, and mercury and iodide had been given by the mouth.
